
From: Matt Hogan
To: "Davis, Ellen -FS"
Subject: RE: Jackson Hole News & Guide 9/16/15
Date: Friday, September 18, 2015 9:59:00 AM
Attachments: image002.png

image003.png
image004.png
image005.png

I believe I was contacted but did not take the survey.  I don’t take any surveys from unknown or
outside parties unless I know and trust them.
 

From: Davis, Ellen -FS [mailto:ellendavis@fs.fed.us] 
Sent: Friday, September 18, 2015 9:41 AM
To: Bailey, Paula J -FS; bakernrb@dfw.wa.gov; Bob Everitt; Bonnie.Scott@pc.gc.ca; Brian Nesvik;
Caroline Weinberger; Iverson, Chris -FS; grizz@umontana.edu; csmithwmi@msn.com; Chris Tunnoch;
Claudia Regan; Cooper, Shoshana M -FS; cynthia_barry@fws.gov; Schmid, David -FS;
Dave.McDonough@pc.gc.ca; Deb Frauson; Denise Shultz; Dustin Miller; Davis, Ellen -FS; Eric Gardner;
Farnsworth, Mary -FS; Ferebee, Brian -FS; Frank van Manen; Gregg Losinski (glosinski@idfg.idaho.gov);
Hamilton, Cherie E -FS; Harv Forsgren (hlforsgren@aol.com); Heath, Becki L -FS; Hojem, Randy -FS;
Hollen, Debbie A -FS; Irene Goldenberger; Jack Oelfke; Jake Chaffin; Jamie_Connell@blm.gov; Jennifer
Fortin-Noreus; Jennifer Harsha; Jim Allen; Jim Unsworth; Jiron, Daniel -FS; jkershner@usgs.gov;
Jodi_Bush@fws.gov; Johnston, Eric -FS; Karen_Taylor-Goodrich@nps.gov; Forthofer, Kelly J -FS; King,
Julie K -FS; kmcdonald@mt.gov; Koppenol, Patricia -FS; Lee, Kristine M -FS; Kym Hall; Lauri Hanauska-
Brown; Lorna Smith (lorna@westernwildlife.org); Mahalovich, Mary F -FS; mark_haroldson@usgs.gov;
Marten, Leanne - FS; Matt Hogan; mboyer@idfg.idaho.gov; McDonald, Peter M -FS; Michael Thabault;
mike_wrigley@nps.gov; Moore, Carol J -FS; Mucklow, Debbie -FS; Paul Frame; Phil Wilson; Rasure, Nora
-FS; richard_hannan@fws.gov; Richard_Hotaling@blm.gov; Ron.Bjorge@gov.ab.ca; Sams, Jon E -FS;
Jackson, Scott -FS; Scott Talbott (scott.talbott@wyo.gov); Sheridan Todd (sheridan.todd@wyo.gov);
Smelser, Garth -FS; Sterling Miller; Steven_Ellis@blm.gov; Tabitha Graves (tgraves@usgs.gov);
tammy_whittington@nps.gov; Theresa Rabot; Tony.Hamilton@gov.bc.ca; Tyers, Daniel - FS; Virgil Moore
Cc: Gregg Losinski (glosinski@idfg.idaho.gov)
Subject: FW: Jackson Hole News & Guide 9/16/15
 
 
Hi all, see email from Gregg below and attached Masters Thesis by student Harmony Szarek.  The
Thesis documents that  grizzly bear management experts were contacted to take a survey.  We are
very interested to know who was contacted.
 
If you were contacted, please let us know how and by whom you were contacted.  Also, please feel
free to forward this on to any other folks we might want to hear from.  Thanks so much.  Ellen
 

Ellen L. Davis 
Executive Coordinator, Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee (IGBC)

Forest Service
Northern Region, Regional Office

p: 406-329-3434 
f: 406-329-3171 
ellendavis@fs.fed.us

200 East Broadway 
Missoula, MT 59807
www.fs.fed.us 
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From: Losinski,Gregg [mailto:gregg.losinski@idfg.idaho.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, September 17, 2015 2:38 PM
To: Davis, Ellen -FS
Subject: FW: Jackson Hole News & Guide 9/16/15
 
Ellen- FYI  -How many members are there in IGBC?

Survey: Experts favor federal griz
protection
Perceived threats are far-ranging, master’s student candidate finds.

KATHRYN HOLLOWAY / NEWS&GUIDE
 
POSTED: WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2015 4:30 AM
By Mike Koshmrl | 0 comments
As the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service eyes the end of federal protection for the ecosystem’s
grizzly bears, an academic study finds that bear experts would prefer that the protections
stay in place.
An Ohio State University master’s student, Harmony Szarek, found in her thesis that nearly
two in three grizzly bear experts familiar with the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem’s
population recommend that the region’s bears either maintain their current “threatened”
status or be elevated to a more protected “endangered” level under the Endangered Species
Act.
“Of those experts who felt qualified to respond to the item about the appropriate
Endangered Species Act listing status for the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem grizzly,”
Szarek wrote, “a clear majority indicated that bears should remain listed under the
Endangered Species Act.
“Currently, there appears to be political pressure to delist this population segment,” she
wrote. “However, responses here indicate that a majority of experts believe delisting would
be an incorrect decision, or at the least a violation of the precautionary principle.”
The grizzly experts’ views on the bears’ Endangered Species Act status came as a “shock,”
Ohio State University social science professor Jeremy Bruskotter said.
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“We weren’t anticipating that at all,” said Bruskotter, Szarek’s advisor and the study’s lead
investigator. “We anticipated that at the most it would be a 50-50 split.
“Initially when we saw the data, we thought, ‘This can be explained,’” Bruskotter said. “We
thought that’s probably the people who are least familiar with the situation.”
But that wasn’t the case. There was “really no variation” in listing views between those who
worked closely with Greater Yellowstone grizzlies and those unfamiliar with the population,
Bruskotter said.
“The listing status judgment was the same whether or not they had specific knowledge ... or
whether they really had no knowledge at all that was specific to that population,” he said.
Szarek, a student in Ohio State’s graduate program in environment and natural resources,
also sought to determine how heuristics — decision-making shortcuts — influenced experts’
recommendations for the ecosystem’s grizzlies.
Professor Eric Toman also contributed to and advised on the research.
The title of the thesis, which Szarek defended in April, is a mouthful: “Subjectivity in expert
decision making: Risk assessment, acceptability, and cognitive heuristics affecting
Endangered Species Act listing judgments for the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem grizzly
bear.”
To gather all the opinions, Szarek first pooled names of researchers who had co-authored or
authored academic articles about grizzlies or brown bears over a recent 10-year period. She
added 90 members of the Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee and came up with a total of
1,430 “grizzly bear experts.”
Those whose email address could be found were contacted, and nearly 600 of the messages
sent out were opened. Two hundred and thirty-four people took the survey, providing the
data for the analysis.
« ‹...1 2 ...› »
Contact Mike Koshmrl at 732-7067 or environmental@jhnewsandguide.com.
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